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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF THE
LAFAYETTE PARKING COMMISSION
October 16, 2017
11:00 a.m.

ATTENDANCE - COMMISSIONERS: John Christodoulakis, Ken McCammon, Andrew Muffett,
Cindy Murray
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: John Collier, Assistant Director for Economic Development Department;
Sgt.William Carpenter, Lafayette Police Department and Representative from Traffic Commission
STAFF: Dennis Carson, Economic Development Director; Ed Chosnek, City Attorney; John Withers,
Parking Operations Manager; Billy Emerson
GUESTS: Gretchen Jewell, 20 Carolyn Ct.; Theresa Knapp, Bella Beige; Stephen Clawson, Roth Florist
President Andrew Muffett noted that a quorum was present and opened the meeting of the Lafayette
Parking Commission at 11:00 a.m.
Mr. Muffett announced the sad news that Commissioner Mary Lundstrom passed away on September 30,
2017 and expressed his condolences on behalf of the Parking Commission. Mary served as the
representative from the Redevelopment Commission on this Commission. The Redevelopment
Commission will be appointing a new representative to serve on the Parking Commission sometime in the
near future.

Approve July 17, 2017 Meeting Minutes.
John Christodoulakis moved to approve the July 17, 2017 meeting minutes as submitted. Ken McCammon
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Request for designation of a No Parking Zone – East side of N. 27th St. – Vickie Glenn
Ms. Vickie Glenn, a resident of 2633 Elmwood Avenue requested a no parking zone on the east side of N.
27th Street near 2700 Bonny Lane due to concerns regarding clearance for emergency vehicles. Ms. Glenn
was not present at the meeting but John Collier shared her request with the Commission. Ms. Glenn
included a photograph showing the limited clearance with her email request. The entire east side of N. 27th
Street is already marked for no parking with the exception of this one location. Mr. Collier received an
email the resident at 1404 N. 27th St, and a phone call from the resident at 1401 N. 27th St, both of whom
expressed support for the no parking request. Cindy Murray moved to approve the removal of the one
remaining parking space on the east side of N. 27th St. so that that entire side of the street is designated as
no parking. Ken McCammon seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Request for a Handicap Parking Space – 1306 Morton St. - Patti Larrow
Ms. Patti Larrow of 1306 Morton Street sent a letter requesting a handicap parking space in front of her
residence. Ms. Larrow was not present at the meeting but Mr. Collier explained her request for a handicap
parking space based an email from Ms. Larrow and a memo from her medical doctor who confirmed that
Ms. Larrow is disabled and should have a handicap parking space close to her home. A photograph of Ms.
Larrow’s handicap placard was provided with her request. Mr. Muffett asked if Ms. Larrow is aware that
others with a handicap plate or placard can park there. Mr. Collier confirmed that she was made aware of
that at the time of her request. Ms. Murray pointed out that another handicap space was requested at 1300
Morton St. last month and wondered how close they are to each other. Mr. Collier confirmed that the other
space is two doors down. Ken McCammon moved to approve the request and John Christodoulakis
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Request for designation of a 30-Minute Loading Zone – 340 Main St. - Theresa Knapp
Ms. Theresa Knapp, owner/operator of Bella Beige, a furniture store at 340 Main Street, is requesting that
a 30-minute loading zone be designated on Main Street directly in front of Bella Beige. Ms. Knapp was in

attendance at the meeting and explained that they have been struggling for some time with the loading and
unloading of pieces of heavy furniture. The nearest loading zone are not convenient so she would often
double park in order to load/unload furniture. Establishing the loading zone in front of the store will make
it easier for her and her customers. Mr. Christodoulakis asked if there was another loading zone space that
could be moved as he is concerned that if every business requested a space customer parking downtown
would be impacted. It was clarified that each space was designated based on a specific request so to
remove it would be detrimental to the original requestor. Also, Mr. Chosnek pointed out that there is not
another loading zone on that block of Main Street and if another business owner were to request another
loading zone space in that block it would likely not be considered. Cindy Murray moved to approve the
request for a 30-minute loading zone at 340 Main Street and John Christodoulakis seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously.

Request for designation of a No Parking Zone – 20 Carolyn Court – Gretchen Jewell
Gretchen Jewell of 20 Carolyn Court is requesting that the curb on the opposite side of Carolyn Court from
her driveway be designated as a no parking zone due to the narrowness of the street which makes it
difficult to enter and exit her driveway. Ms. Jewell was in attendance at the meeting and shared photos of
the existing condition with the Commissioners. She also expressed a safety concern for those getting in
and out of their cars and gave a specific example to support her concern. Mr. Collier shared two emails
that he received from other property owners at 80 and 90 Carolyn Court both of whom expressed concern
about removing the parking in this area as they felt this would adversely affect parking for other residents
on the street, many of whom have multiple vehicles. Ms. Jewell understood their concerns but stated the
issue is more for those visiting others in the neighborhood who park in the spot in question. She believes
there are enough other areas where parking can occur on the street and cul-de-sac and clarified she’s only
asking for about 20 feet to be marked as a no parking zone. The Commissioners discussed the issue and
asked if marking no parking on either side of the drive would help. Ms. Jewel indicated that she doesn’t
have an issue with parking adjacent to the drive. The Commissioners asked if there was a concern for
emergency vehicle clearance, but Ms. Jewell indicated that was not a problem. After considerable
discussion, the Commissioners expressed concern about setting a precedent for this condition which exists
on dozens of streets throughout the city. If approved and a precedent were set, this could be burdensome
on the City to mark, maintain and enforce no parking zones in similar situations throughout the City of
Lafayette. Ms. Jewell was asked if she’s spoken to the neighbors about the situation; she stated that she
had not because that wouldn’t address the family, friends and others who come to visit and park on the
street. Commissioners felt this is request is more related to convenience than to safety or accessibility,
which is the Commission’s primary concern.
Cindy Murray moved to deny the request and John Christodoulakis seconded the motion. The motion was
denied unanimously.
Following additional discussion, Ken McCammon moved that the Commission ask Mr. Collier to send
letters to the adjacent property owners explaining that although this request was brought before the
Commission and denied that the Commission would recommend that the residents be considerate of the
needs of their neighbors when parking on the street. The motion was seconded by John Christodoulakis.
The motion passed unanimously.

Parking Operations Report
John Withers, Parking Operations Manager, shared a document showing September’s monthly occupancy
rates for the Columbia Block Parking Garage. Of the 405 parking spaces in the garage, average occupancy
is 314 per day. He indicated that if Harrison College were to use all of their reserved spaces then overall
occupancy would increase to 379 spaces per day. Currently, there is a waiting list of 36 individuals who
would like parking spaces in the garage. Parking Operations is being cautious in renting additional spaces
because they don’t want to overbook the garage. Mr. Withers mentioned that any future development in
the downtown that would eliminate existing surface parking would definitely have an impact on demand
for parking in the garage in the future. Mr. Withers also shared a revenue report for the garage and their
enforcement activities. Mr. Withers reported that after reviewing the Upper Main Street Parking Study
report he is willing to move forward on any of the recommendations if/when desired. Mr. Withers pointed
out that the violations for which he receives the most feedback are the same block face prohibition and
parking within the designated parking space markers. Parking Operations is working with the City’s

Marketing and Communications staff to help educate the public on both issues. Mr. Withers pointed out
that he receives many requests for service permits from contractors doing work in the downtown area. The
Parking website has been updated. The Parking Operations enforcement vehicle was involved in a car
accident so it is out of commission for the time being. Mr. Withers was made aware that the County is
considering the relinquishment of two reserved parking spaces on the east side of the Courthouse so they
could potentially be used for general city parking. Parking Commissioners asked if there is a generic
parking phone number that individuals can call with questions. Mr. Withers responded that there is a
general Parking Operations email address and shared general phone number as well.

Director’s Report
Mr. Collier shared a request for a No Parking Zone on the south side of Columbia Street immediately east
of 10th Street and asked for guidance on how to proceed. A West Lafayette resident expressed concern via
a phone call to the Mayor’s office about limited visibility of westbound traffic on Columbia Street due to
designated parking on the south side of Columbia St. east of 10th Street. Mr. Chosnek clarified that safety
issues can be brought to the Parking Commission, no matter who initiated the request. Action could be
taken on this now if it is a safety issue, but Mr. Chosnek suggested that crash records from the prior three
years be studied and submitted at the next parking Commission meeting. Sgt. Carpenter will bring crash
reports to the next Parking Commission meeting.
Mr. Collier gave an update on the request for the removal of a No Parking Zone on the south side of Ferry
Street adjacent to 38 N. 27th Street which received provisional approval at the last Commission meeting
pending review and approval by the City Engineer. The City Engineer informed Mr. Collier that Ferry
Street is designated as a bicycle route so no parking should be established on the south side of Ferry Street.
The property owner was notified that the request was denied.
Ken McCammon moved to approve the director’s report and Cindy Murray seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

Public Comment & Adjournment
President Andrew Muffett asked for comments from the public; there were none. Ken McCammon moved
to adjourn and Cindy Murray seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting of the
Lafayette Parking Commission was adjourned at 11:47 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
John Collier
Recording Secretary

Signed,

_____________________________________________
Cindy Murray, Secretary, Lafayette Parking Commissioner

