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City of Lafayette Holds Groundbreaking for New Public Safety Building
and Public Parking Garage
LAFAYETTE, INDIANA – May 4, 2021 – The City of Lafayette held a groundbreaking event
today for the new Public Safety Building and Public Parking Garage that will be built on the
south side of Columbia Street, between 6th and 7th Streets, in downtown Lafayette. The
estimated cost for the entire project is appropriately $55 million.
“As the City of Lafayette continues to grow, our citizens should have continued access to
safety services with infrastructure that provides leading technology and innovative safety
programs to meet their expectations,” states Mayor Tony Roswarski. “This new state-of-the-art
facility will provide programs and services to meet our current needs now and well into the
future.”
The new connecting parking garage with approximately 468 spaces will support both the City
staff and the public to enjoy the activities and events of downtown and to conduct their daily
business. With a continued focus on public spaces that serves our community, the new Public
Safety Building will include a community room that will seat 265 with a prep kitchen along with
a green space between the parking garage and safety building for events, meetings and public
gatherings.
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“We are very excited to begin construction on the next phase of providing advanced programs
and services to the citizens of this community by our dedicated men and women of the
Lafayette Police Department,” states Chief of Police Patrick Flannelly. “With additional space
for our workforce and advanced technology to assist in our service to the community, this
facility should also contribute in the City’s recruitment and retention of top talent for our police
department.”
The public can keep up-to-date on the progress of the building by visiting
www.lafayette.in.gov/publicsafety.
###
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Public Safety Building and Parking Garage

Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 3:00 p.m.
Corner of 6th & Columbia Streets, Lafayette

lafayette.in.gov/publicsafety

Groundbreaking for the New Public Safety Building and Public Garage
Tuesday, May 5, 2021

~ Agenda ~
_________________________
Welcome
Dr. Will Miller, Emcee
Purpose Behind the Project
Tony Roswarski, Mayor
Construction Team
Cash Canfield, American Structurepoint
Alex Gonzalez, Kettelhut Construction
Public Safety Building Features
Patrick Flannelly, Chief of Police
~ Groundbreaking ~
Program Concludes
Dr. Will Miller

Lafayette Public Safety Building and Parking Garage
Artist Renderings

Lafayette Police Department History
In 1825, the City of Lafayette was platted and founded by pioneer and entrepreneur William Digby.
For the next 40 years or so, while the City developed its identity, the rather rough frontier town
was known as a muddy place to trade, drink, and fight, and keeping the law was everyone’s game.
In 1867 the local government was reorganized and a city police department was established with a
Police Chief overseeing five officers, one for each district or ward.

This photo from 1879 shows the Chief, the Commanders, and Officers, totaling 15 men sworn to
uphold the law for a population estimated at 20,000. Headquarters was in the basement of the
County Courthouse, where it would stay for the next 60 years or so.

Around the turn of the century, the addition of a patrol wagon made it much easier on the officers
who were responsible for getting detainees from their place of arrest to the jail.

By 1915, Lafayette had a motorized ambulance/patrol wagon, which was housed at Central Fire
Station. Three years earlier, the local police force acquired its first motorcycle, which offered
economy and efficiency and became a popular means of patrolling for many years.

Personnel, equipment, and
space have traditionally
been the challenges of any
law enforcement agency.
Throughout the years,
local elected officials have
responded to the needs of
the community by
supporting law
enforcement in many
ways. Cutting-edge
technology, seen in these
photos of the Drunk-OMeter and a fingerprinting
demonstration, show that
the quest for improved
methods never ends.

In 1941, the Lafayette Metropolitan Police Department moved out of the courthouse basement and
into the old city High School. Headquarters would move into the new (and current) City Hall in 1957.
Never having had a space designed specifically for their needs, the Lafayette Police Department
was scattered across downtown offices in 1993-1994 when an addition to City Hall was completed.
LPD then consolidated into City Hall with 24,000 square feet of space spread over three floors,
while other City offices occupied the 37,000 square foot addition.

For the first time in over 150 years of the Lafayette Police Department’s existence, there is an
opportunity to create a welcoming, state of the art building designed specifically for community
safety and public safety needs. Dedicated to the highest standards of public safety, community
engagement and transparency with state of the art equipment and data driven information, the
70,000 square foot facility will provide the space and features to maximize the abilities of sworn
and civilian personnel to best serve the community. The intent is to not only provide a modern
forward-looking facility but also to be community inclusive with such features as a general-use
community room that will be available to the public and a green space and plaza for all to share.
As we look to the future, we are not forgetting the past and how it informs and educates how best
to serve, protect and engage with everyone, while ensuring safety for all. Much has changed over
the last 150 years and this new public safety building will allow Police and the City personnel to
grow and adapt to meet and exceed community needs and expectations ensuring that safety is the
top priority.
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The site selected for the new Public Safety Building and Parking Garage has a rich and varied history,
ideally located for city government.

1. 603 Columbia
Street (Southeast
corner of 6th &
Columbia)
In 1890, a large
stone edifice
building was
erected as the
Lafayette High
School. At one
point, the public
library shared this
space. In 1912, the
high school moved
to its new building
on North 9th Street,
leaving space for
City use. In 1940,
the City purchased
the building for $1 and consolidated City Offices and the Police Department in one location, making
this the first official City Hall. The “new” City Hall was built in 1957, making way for this building to be
demolished in 1960.
2. Columbia
Street, midblock
The Dryfus
Theater was
built in 18691872, at the
beginning of
Lafayette’s
theater age
when we
enjoyed
venues for
vaudeville,
moving
pictures, and
stage and
musical
productions.
The theater
burned to the ground in 1914 and the site was later occupied by a variety of businesses and dining
establishments

3. 609 Columbia Street
After the Dryfus Theater burned, this prime location was snapped up by the Hurry Up Columbia Co
who placed a service station on the site to capitalize on the expanding automobile service craze.
The business changed owners few times but was a Shell service station from 1941-1976. In 1978 the
City of Lafayette rented the building to be used as a garage for the Lafayette Police Department.
The station was razed in 1996 for parking lot improvements as part of the City Hall expansion and
renovation.
Follow us for regular updates on the
construction project!

Lafayette.in.gov/publicsafety

429 Pennsylvania St., Suite 304
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: (317) 981-7257
core@coreplanningstrategies.com
CORE Planning Strategies helps organizations of all sizes lead, oversee, and drive their facility
projects. We work to build consensus among stakeholders before the first shovel of dirt is
overturned. We are an impartial, third-party project management expert.
At CORE, our number one priority is yours – achieving your ideal facility. Our work is not designing
and building facilities, rather translating the language of architecture, engineering, and construction.
We serve as project managers, coaches, translators, and, on occasion, psychiatrists, as you navigate
the waters of facility planning.
We ask the right questions. We bring the right partners to the table, and we know what it’s going to
take to get the job done – and done well.
To learn more about our services, visit our website at www.coreplanningstrategies.com.
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740 Sagamore Parkway South
Lafayette, IN 47905
Phone: (765) 447-2181 | Fax: (765) 447-7122
kci@kettelhut.com
When an Owner selects Kettelhut Construction, Inc. as the Construction Manager, the Owner's Building
Program is our project. Our firm is the Owner's staff. The Construction manager, in conjunction with
the Architect/Engineer, Owner and all consultants, will accomplish the project and provide a level of
involvement consistent with and complementary to yours.
Construction Management services start early and last well beyond occupancy of the building.
Feasibility studies, concept development, programming, option analysis, construction occupancy, move
planning and facility management are part of our services.
Kettelhut Construction's reputation is based upon the quality of buildings that we construct; with our
craft persons and project management staff taking great pride in this achievement. Kettelhut has been
able to stay in business throughout the years and has been able to establish a base of repeat
customers as a result of our firm's commitment to quality. We strive to exceed in quality control
through trained craft persons, professional field supervisors experienced project managers, and
capable subcontractors.
Kettelhut Construction is a proud member of the Associated General Contractors Indiana (AGC-I) and
involved with the Indiana Subcontractors Association. We partner with quality subcontractors that are
financially qualified. Our management team communicates our firm's standard of quality, as well as,
expectations to subcontractors, who in turn appreciate being involved with such projects. Kettelhut
Construction, Inc. was selected for General Contractor of the Year for the State of Indiana in 2010 and
2018 as presented by the Indiana Subcontractor Association.
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9025 River Road, Suite 200
Indianapolis, IN 46240
Phone: (317) 547-5580
www.structurepoint.com
American Structurepoint creates projects that people and communities value. Using the expertise of
500 in-house professionals working across 11 disciplines, American Structurepoint strives to deliver the
best design solutions—one business, one community at a time.
Since opening our doors in 1966, our mission has been to improve quality of life through our
commitment to communities. Offering strength in numbers, stability that lasts, and innovative
solutions, we provide complete consulting and comprehensive design services. When you work with
American Structurepoint, you get a collection of unique but complementary elements that collaborate
to form a whole. We become your single point of access to the built environment; you won’t need to
look anywhere else.
SERVICES/DISCIPLINES
ARCHITECTURE + INTERIORS
CIVIL ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
IT SOLUTIONS
INVESTIGATIVE
LAND SURVEYING
PLANNING + ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING
TRANSPORTATION
UTILITY INFRASTRUCTURE
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423 N. 3rd Street
Lafayette, IN 47901
Phone: (317) 359-5411
contactus@fawilhelm.com
People are the foundation for F.A. Wilhelm’s (Wilhelm) quest for innovation and continual pursuit of
excellence. Since 1923, our passionate, creative people have led and challenged the construction
industry to build safely, build responsibly, build with the highest integrity – and to build together.
Today, nearly a century later, Wilhelm provides expansive construction value through flexible
delivery methodologies including construction management, design-build, general contracting,
integrated project delivery and trade specialty contracting services. As one of the largest employers
of construction labor in the Midwest, we specialize in managing, developing, and delivering
sustainable, effective spaces and places where people live, learn, work, play, discover, and heal.
The critical key to our success and longevity is our commitment to people. From clients, project
stakeholders, employees, to industry peers, subcontractors, and vendors, to site visitors, and
passersby, Wilhelm’s culture centers on relationships and helping others. We are honored to be part
of the many buildings and structures showcasing the strength, passion, and endurance of the human
spirit. Locally, those projects include: West Lafayette Public Library Addition & Renovation; Chaney
Hale Hall of Science, Purdue University; Lyles-Porter Hall, Purdue University; Harrison Street Parking
Garage, Purdue University; Wilmeth Active Learning Center, Purdue University; and Arnett Hospital,
IU Health.
From complex new and renovation projects for healthcare, commercial, higher education, life
sciences, industrial, manufacturing, public works, power and parking facilities, Wilhelm understands
the spaces and places we build today are the foundation for everyone’s future.
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